
Apprenticeships at Regent Skills Training
If your son or daughter is just finishing school and 
looking to explore alternatives to traditional education 
then an apprenticeship may just be for them. Regent 
Skills   Training is the newest division of Regent Group 
in which we offer Level 2 and Level 3 apprenticeships. 

So what is an apprenticeship? An apprenticeship is a 
work based qualification programme aimed at young 
people aged 16 to 18 who wish to gain a qualification 
whilst in employment. The focus and success of this 
programme is based on providing students with new 
and necessary skills needed within the work place.

We offer a variety of apprenticeship subjects such as: 
Accounting, Business, IT, Hospitality and Social Care. If 
this is of an interest to you, or your son or daughter, 
and want to know more please visit our website at 
www.regenttraining.com or call on 0203 697 2203.

Additionally if you are a parent looking to get involved and want to employ an              
apprenticeor even just want to find out more about the apprenticeship programme 
then please do not hesitate to contact us.
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For a noticeable
increase in

effort in class

For scoring 100% in her
English Progress Test

For being a dedicated,
attentive and hard-working 

student

For further details, please refer to www.regentskillstraining.com
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Raising money for “Chase” at RLC Harrow

Lynne, our receptionist in Harrow, has brought an          
appetising twist to our latest charity, The Shooting Star 
Chase Children’s Hospice.  

Shooting Star Chase is a leading children’s hospice charity 
caring for babies, children and young people with 
life-limiting conditions, and their families.

You will find a great selection of ‘classic’ sweets, as well 
as biscuits and Bombay Mix, all available from the            
reception desk for £1 a bag.  67% of the net profit goes 
directly to the charity;with just the remainder going back 
to the confectionary manufacturers.  

So, forget the diet and please support us in raising money 
for this very worthy cause!
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Sonnet Language by Nashad Shirwa – Year 7

Angels

“As graceful as a angles coming down from heaven
hair like the black midnight sky
when they smile angles sing
Smells fresh picked roses that will touch your
heart. The sound of their laughter makes me feel
I am going to haven.” (sic)



The New GCSEs & A-Levels
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As you may be aware, the Secretary of State for Education 
recently announced wide-ranging changes to both GCSEs and 
A-levels. The first subjects affected will be taught from              
September 2015. Michael Gove is quoted as saying the radical 
reform of examinations would, “correct the pernicious damage 
caused by dumbing down.”

By that we can take that he means he wants to improve the 
breadth and depth of curriculum content to drive up ‘’academic 
standards.” In reality we know that the political agenda in the 
past was to increase the numbers of students who achieve the 
“magical” 5 A* - Cgrades (including English and Maths) in school 
league tables. 

Certainly at Regent College we see many students who are struggling with the significant step up to A-Levels after achieving a 
clutch of GCSEs. In conversations with both parents and students, there is deep concern about how students appear to be high 
achievers at GCSE yet are failing to achieve respectable grades at A-Level.Michael Gove talks of more, “rigorous and demanding’’ 
GCSEs and A-Levels.

Some of the significant changes include;
1. Ofqual announced that the new style GCSEs would be graded from 1-9 (9 being the highest award), with the highest grade 
“twice as hard as an A*” though goodness knows what that is supposed to mean!

2. Changes to the structure of exams to both GCSE and A-level would appear to suggest that the “bite size” modular structure 
will be replaced by terminal papers at the end of two years of study.

3. The mathematic content across subjects in both GCSE and A-level, will be significantly increased which, no doubt will strike 
fear into any student who is not confident with numbers. 

4. The first tranche of the new GCSEs will only be for English Literature, English Language and Mathematics and will be taught 
from September 2015. The rest of the GCSE subjects will be taught from September 2016.

5. Across the sciences,in GCSE, there will be a greater emphasis on mathematics and content that reflects advances in genetics, 
nanoparticles and the cosmos. There has been no announcement on how practical science will be assessed; the demise of 
controlled assessments would be a relief to many teachers.

6. At A-Level it appears that practical and experimental science will be separated from theory and assessed by pass or fail, with 
a set number of experiments to be included in teaching. How these experimental procedures will affect the overall grade is yet 
unclear.

Mr Lightfoot, leader of the Association for School and College Leaders said, “The success of these very ambitious changes will be 
dependent on effective implementation and high quality communication and preparation for schools from the awarding bodies. 
We still have not seen the specific content for the exams nor details of how it will be assessed.” The concern of many colleges, 
schools and teachers is whether they will be adequately prepared to understand and deliver such wide changes within just one 
academic year. What we do know is that teachers will have a lot of homework to do to get ready for the new curriculum.

Mr Steve Hurl
Head Teacher


